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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] Thursday 6th November  2025 at 7.30pm at Briercliffe Community Centre. 

Present: Councillors, Pippa Lishman (Vice Chair), Mchael Greenwood, Gordon Lishman, Roger Frost
In Attendance: Three Members of the Public, R Greenwood (Clerk)  

	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The Vice Chair opened and welcomed all to the meeting. 


	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	25/26/00451 Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Halstead, Cllr Michael McFarlane, C.C Mark Poulton and PCSO Jodie Hudson. 

	
	

	25/26/0452 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	No Councillor declared a Pecuniary Interest, but Cllr. Frost declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning. 

	
	

	25/26/0453 Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings.

	The minutes of the meeting held October 2025 are still with the Chair and will be presented at the next meeting. 

	
	MM

	25/26/0454 Matters outstanding from the previous Minutes

	Complaint regarding trees on Talbot Drive  – this has been referred to Burnley Borough Council. The trees belong to the Mill and are not Parish Council or residents responsibility. 

The date for the Orchard Planting has been deferred till the 22nd November. 

The Christmas Parcel donation request continues, the Hare and Hounds Pub has made a very generous donation to this. 

The concern from a resident regarding the asbestos water pipes for Talbot Street / Kimberley Street, will be referred to Environmental Health, on the request of the resident after United Utilities stated that the water pipes are safe. 

The lease for the Community Centre has been processed, this did not cost £230 as previously estimated but £45.

	
	



PL

	25/26/0455 Planning Working Group. 
	
	

	FUL/2025/0480 Waste Transfer Site. Concerns from residents on Horning Crescent are ongoing and the Borough Councillors are dealing with this. 

FUL/2025/0519 Copacabana the objections to this application are ongoing 

Calderdale Energy Park, following receipt of the project’s Scoping Opinion from the Planning Inspectorate. Calderdale Energy Park is now preparing to carry out a series of land surveys across the study area. These surveys are an essential part of early-stage environmental and technical assessments and will help ensure that any future proposals are informed by robust evidence and local environmental considerations. 
Letters have been issued to landowners requesting access for these surveys. The surveys do not indicate that any specific land will host project infrastructure, nor do they represent any planning decision. They are simply a standard and necessary step for all Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs), allowing the team to understand existing site conditions before any design decisions are made. 

	
	

	25/26/0456 Communication Working Group

	The deadline for article submission for the Christmas Newsletter is 10th November, anyone wishing to add anything can do so by contacting either Cllr Pippa Lishman or the clerk. 

	
	PL

	25/26/0457  Contractor Working Group

	It was reported that the Lengthsman is busy and has started some of the outstanding winter works. 
 
	
	

	25/26/0458  Allotment and Garage Working Group

	This is tabled below. 

A member of the public reported that his pen is not suitable to house his chickens due to flooding. A proposal has been put together to install a soak away drain and a spend of £300 was proposed. PL proposed, RF seconded, I objection all others in favour. It was resolved to undertake the allotment holders plan for the soak away drain. 

It was reported that the entrance road into the allotments, including the end of Harrison Street is in need of urgent repair. The Lengthsman has provided a quote to undertake this work. 

	
	


PL

	Cllr M Greenwood left the meeting. 

	25/26/0459 Policy  Working Group

	The Livery Policy has been approved at a previous meeting. Those with horses have asked that a line be included regarding colts and intact male horses. 
Due to the proposed rental increase across the allotments, it was proposed that the livery plot be let on a six-month renewing contract. Proposed PL, Seconded GL All in favour. It was resolved that the Livery Leases be six monthly leases not twelve monthly as other allotments and pens. 

	
	

	25/26/0460  Staffing Working Group 

	There was no update from the Staffing Working Group

	
	

	25/26/0461  Woodland Walk Committee Working Group

	The Lengthsman was thanked for his work. 

130 trees in the Woodland Walk have been marked for felling, this is either due to them suffering from ash dieback or them being in too close proximity to the next tree. 

	
	

	Formally adjourn the meeting to allow for Public Participation 


	25/26/0462 Police Report 

	The Police Report is tabled below. 

	
	

	25/26/0463 Borough Councillor’s  Report

	The Borough Councillors Report is tabled below. 
	
	

	25/26/0464 County Councillors Report 

	The County Councillors Report is tabled below. 

	
	

	25/26/0465 Public Questions. 

	No public questions were taken. 

	
	

	25/26/0466  Community Centre report and update.  

	No report was given 

	
	

	25/26/0467 Accounts for Payment. 

	These are tabled below. 

	
	

	25/26/0468 Environment and Heritage 

	No update was given. 

	
	

	25/26/0469 Support for Tax Exemption for Households Facing Terminal Illness.

	Burnley Borough Council have asked that the parish council support this imitative, the parish council agrees in principle but is concerned about the funding implications. Cllr Frost is to pen the response.  

	
	
RF

	25/26/04470 Garages - new container update.  

	No update was given. 

	
	

	25/26/0471 Clerks report

	In addition to admin and finance works, the following has been completed. 

Liaise with United Utilities re Talbot Street and the allotment water supply. 

Liaise with the archivist – we now have three people volunteered. 

Attendance at two Continuous Professional Development events, Scribefest for accounts and Martyn’s Law which will impact Briercliffe Gala. 

	
	

	25/26/0472 Date of the next meeting. 

	· Dec 4th  2025 – potential change 
· Jan 8th  2026 – potential change
· Feb 5th 2026
· Mar 5th 2026 
· Apr 2th 2026
· May 14th  2026 (and Annual meeting; first meeting after elections)
	
	









	

	POLICE Report

	

	BRIERCLIFFE AREA 2nd October – 5th November 2025

	INCIDENTS REPORTED - 116

	
	

	NO
	TYPE OF INCIDENT
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	

	1
0

	Burglary 
Burglary non dwelling
	 Tiverton Drive



	Garage broken into and motorbike stolen. 




	1
	Criminal damage

	Gilbert Street 
	  Isolated incident


	
	
	
	

	1
	Theft  
	 Halifax Road 
	  Pedal bike stolen.


	2

2
	 Vehicle crime 

Theft of vehicle

	King Street 
Talbot Drive 
Briercliffe Road
Sutton Avenue

	Items stolen from van
Ariel snapped off vehicle
Vehicle taken by unknown means when parked on main road. 
Vehicle taken from victims driveway.


	4
	Nuisance

	 Halifax Road
Hallam Street 
Camp Street 
Standanhall Drive

	Vehicles racing up and down the road.
Person lying in the road shouting.
Neighbour issues
Parking issues


	
	
	
	

	

	Many thanks Jody Hudson PCSO 7738.

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	



Briercliffe Parish Council
Borough Councillors’ Report – November 2025
New Local Councils
I reported at last meeting on the Government’s decision that local Councils in Lancashire will be abolished and replaced with new larger authorities. I said then that the downside of the proposals is that there is no agreement on the size and boundaries of the new Councils.  The petition against the proposal that Burnley should be merged with Blackburn has had several thousand signatories in Burnley and Padiham and the wider consultation has made clear that the proposal has very little support here.
Regrettably, the criteria for re-organisation has led to there now being only 5/6 options for consideration.  Burnley Council is supporting the option of 5 new unitaries in Lancashire which would bring together Burnley, Pendle and Rossendale.  There are very detailed arguments for this case (a 163-page document which Maggie has seen).  They were generally supported by Councillors at a briefing meeting earlier this week and a final decision on Burnley’s submission will be made on November 25.
Burnley Council would be grateful if the Parish Council would express an opinion on the proposal. The Borough Councillors strongly recommend that we should support Burnley’s case for five unitaries.
A further question is whether the Parish Council should consider whether there are any changes in our responsibilities which we might want to propose.  Parish and Town Councils will not be directly affected by the changes, but in a number of areas which have already been re-organised, there have been transfers of assets and services to them from the current Councils. I propose that we should consider the possibilities at the budget and strategy meeting when we consider next year’s budget.

Bin Collections and Waste Collection
There continue to be problems with bin collections particularly behind Burnley Road and on New Taylor Fold.  We are following up with the Council to identify exactly what needs to be done to resolve the issue.  When it isn’t possible to make a collection, there is another attempt later in the week, usually using a smaller refuse collection vehicle. We have occasionally picked up a case where a specific parked vehicle is involved and the resident has been helpful but the problem still persists.  We will continue to address the problem with the Council and residents.
We arranged for an event with the Council’s Streetscene at Queen St. Streetscene staff chatted with a lot of residents, gave out recycling boxes and bags, gave advice, listened to and logged concerns.

Police
The Councillors had one of their regular meetings with the police about local issues.
We also welcomed the police events at Queen Street Mill where they heard concerns from residents and they will follow up, particularly in relation to reports of drug dealing, speeding vehicles, and dangerous parking, including on Burnley Road and around the school when children are dropped off and picked up. They saw examples of speeding on Queen St while standing there.

Planning: Proposed Vehicle Depot and Halifax Road
Both planning applications will be considered at the Development Control Committee meeting later this month.  We have liaised with Horning Crescent residents about their concerns on the first and have asked Council officers for comments which we provided to residents.  As a result of the discussions, some modifications have been made to the application and further information requested from various sources.

Benefit take-up
Burnley Council has worked with the County Council’s Welfare Benefits team to increase the take-up of benefits by pensioners.  It resulted in an additional £662,143.81 income for older people in Burnley, mainly from Pension Credit and Attendance Allowance plus Housing Benefit, Council Tax Support, Disability Benefit, cost of living support and other elements such as Winter Fuel Allowance.  Having worked for some years on take-up issues with the Department for Work & Pensions, I am pleased that there has been some impact on the problem.

Winter Challenges
We urge residents who are worried about winter warmth to go along to the advice session at Downtown in Burnley on December 3rd.  We continue to support the Warm Spaces initiative.  In addition, donations for Christmas gifts for disadvantaged children are being requested for Downtown; the Briercliffe Health Centre is a donation point.

General Casework
As ever, we deal with a range of matters raised with us by individual residents.  In the last month, these have included sorting out a noisy neighbour issue, inconsiderate parking, concerns about a local business, dog fouling, potholes and fly tipping. As usual, we ask residents to get in touch with us as problems arise.



LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT – Mark Poulton. 
Highways
 Briercliffe Speed survey findings and proposed action 
 The results have concluded that we have found evidence of average speeds being high, at 37mph. Temporary Correx 'SLOW DOWN – SAVE LIVES' Signage will be deployed to this location between Jan-Mar 2026, then Jul-Sep 2026.
 This location has also been added to the Speed Indicator Device deployments schedule and is due to be deployed late December into early January, providing we receive the go-ahead from our Street Lighting Team, as we require approval to deploy on lighting columns. This could be the only potential delay to deploying a SPID.
 Cocken stage 2 blind hump section
 Our partners Multevo have applied for a road closure on Todmorden Road to allow the surfacing repairs to be undertaken.
Due to the need to apply the required advanced notice period associated with the legal process when we close roads for pre-planned works (non-emergency), they have applied to allow the full closure of Todmorden Road from 05/01/26 until 23/01/26.
Access will be maintained for residents where possible, but there will be some instances where access cannot be maintained due to the nature of the works.  I don't expect the road will be closed for the full three-week duration in January and just when works are being undertaken.
 Whilst there will be some delay, this work will significantly improve the road surfacing condition in Cockden as Multevo will extend the patching works required to include adjacent local deterioration which will hopefully prevent or delay the need for repeated visits to undertake pothole repairs. 
 Granville Street
 Gas main repair works on-going until 11th November
 Planning
 All LCC applications sent into clerk if received.
1. Copucobana and Hill Farm, objection against appeal submitted into Burnley borough planning on behalf of local LCC.
 A.O.B 
3. Gavin Theaker to lay a remembrance wreath Briercliffe this coming Sunday on my behalf, I will be laying a wreath on behalf of LCC for Burnley at the peace garden.
4. Milton Street, working with borough Street Scene to get the owner of the land to comply and remove the waste after felling thetrees.
5. Work to start on Shay Lane bridleway improvement (river crossing this month)
6. Would the parish please provide an update on cutting back the trees from Daks cottage- cemetery discussed previously Parish was liaising with borough?
 Finance Report. 
	
	
	
	Cheque no
	General a/c 
	Allotment a/c

	Affordable Skips
	Allotment project
	
	146
	
	216.00

	JA Jones
	Orchard Project
	
	2073
	1285.56
	

	British Legion
	Remembrance 
	
	2074
	20.00
	

	Bonfire food
	Allotment project
	
	147
	
	14.70

	Bonfire food
	Allotment project
	
	148
	
	25.02

	KM Solutions 
	Accountancy
	
	2075
	300.00
	

	Burton Gardens
	Lengthsman
	
	2076
	969.50
	

	HP Ink
	Office 
	
	2077
	94.96
	

	British Legion
	remembrance 
	
	2078
	20.00
	

	Holland House
	Reissue of 2052
	
	2079
	116.40
	

	Post Office
	Office 
	
	2080
	20.88
	

	HMRC
	Employer PAYE
	
	2081
	532.20
	

	Croner
	HR Services
	
	2082
	146.35
	

	HMRC
	Employer PAYE
	
	2083
	56.55
	

	Bonfire food
	Allotment project
	
	149
	
	19.37

	Clerk wage
	Salary & BCCA
	
	150 / 2084
	60.00
	694.40

	Clerk HMRC
	PAYE
	
	151
	
	49.80

	Land Registry
	Community Centre 
	
	2085
	45.00
	

	
	
	
	
	3667.40
	1019.29



Income
	Income 
	General a/c 921
	Allotment a/c 833

	Wreath
	
	40.00

	deposit
	
	100.00

	Garage
	
	773.09

	Wreath
	80.00
	

	BCCA invoice
	60.00
	

	Over 80's H & H
	50.00
	

	Tenant
	8.00
	

	
	198.00
	913.09



Allotment and Garages Report. 
Allotments Report  November 2025 - Lead Cllr Pippa Lishman 
· Waiting lists –
 Total of 10 waiting (inc 4 on hold) - 1 livery, 7 allotment, 3 pens ( additional 6 out of area -  1 livery, 3 allotment, 2 pens)
· Terminations / Deposit info – none since last report
· Allocations  – none since last report

Committee
1st full meeting to be held 16th October for Committee
We agreed Code of Conduct, and discussed the role of the committee. 
Discussed 
· standard agenda items, 
· adding waiting list online as used to be
· allotment maintenance
· inspection program
· water review
· paperwork, agreements and policy review

Next meetings will begin to look at details and progressing actions - Further dates agreed 20th November 2025, 11th December 2025 and 15th January 2026 6pm - 7pm  

Other info
Urgent Drainage work proposal 

Fencing Grant
4 quotes received (some additional clarification required to finalise) – to review VfM and confirm appointment and start date asap
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